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St. Paul's Epiſtle to Titus, chap. iii. ver. 1. 
Put them in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 

and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be 

ready to every good Work. | 


7 > is obſervable that the firſt and esd 
Enemies of our holy Religion endeavour- 
ed to ſuppreſs its riſe and ſtop its pro- 
greſs, when other methods failed, by repre- 
ſenting its Divine Author and his Followers, 
as perſons who paid no regard to the Laws 
and Rulers of the State, and who claimed to 
themſelves a Power independent of the civil 
Government. Thus the Jewiſh Prieſts ac- 
cuſed our Lord of forbidding them to give 
Tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, that He himſelf was 
Cbrift, a King (a), and therefore, ſaid they to 
Pilate, if - you let this man go you are not Ce- 
ſar*s friend (b). St. Paul was alſo accufed 
before Felix the Governor; as a peſtilent 
Fellow, a Mover of Sedition throughout the 
World, and a Ringleader f the Se of the 
Nazarenes (c). At Theſſalonica the unbe- 


(a) Luke xxiii. 2. (5) John xix. 12. 
(c) AQs xxiv. 5. 1 858 | 
| B 2 lieving 


14 1 
lieving Jews brought a Charge againſt St. 


Paul and the Brethren before the Rulers of 


the City, That they went about to turn the 
world upfide down, and did contrary to the 
Decrees of Cefar, ſaying, there was another 
King, one Jeſus (d). 


Bu r the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity ſoon 
refuted theſe falſe aſperſions by their Doctrine 
and their Example; and thereby removed 
from the minds of the People thoſe prejudices 
which muſt otherwiſe have prevented them 
from embracing the Goſpel. For the rights. 


and advantages of Civil Society are fo valua- 


ble to mankind, and depend fo entirely on 
good Government and Order, that men are 
naturally averſe to any Set of People, or to 
any Doctrines that have a Tendency to ſow 
the ſeeds of Diſcord and Rebellion ; and it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that any Prince would 
ever have received the Chriftian Faith while 
He ſuſpected that it gave the leaſt Counte- 
rance ta Sedition and Licentiouſneſs. 


IT was therefore on this account, as well 


as on others, that the Apoſtles ſo earneftly 


exhorted men every where to pay a due Sub- 
miſſion ro the Laws and the Governors under 
which they lived; and command that Suppli- 


(4) Acte xvii. 7. 


calions 
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cations and Prayers ſhould be offered up for 
Kings and for all that are put in Authority, 
that under them we may lead a quiet life in all 
Godlineſs and honeſtly (e). This ſeems to have 
been a favourite Topick of St. Paul's, who 
enters very particularly into the grounds of 
Civil Authority and the obedience due to it; 
and charges his beloved Titus, whom he left 
to ſupply his place in Crete, that he ſhould 
frequently remind the People of what they 
had before learned from Him; for ſo his 
words in the Text ſeem to imply. Put them 
in mind, ſays he, to be ſubject to Principali- 
ties and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be 
ready 10 every good W. ork, * Which words con- 
tain directions both to the Miniſters of God's 
word what they are to teach, and to the Peo- 
ple what they are to obſerve and do. 

I SHALL therefore, as my Duty requires 
on this Occaſion, lay before you the nature 
and extent of that obligation which we all 
lie under to be amenable to the Laws, and 
to yield a, peaceable Submiſſion to our Go- 
vernors. I ſhall then repreſent to you the 
many and great Calamities which muſt ariſe in 
every State where the People attempt to ſhake 
off the due Subordination to their Magiſ- 
trates, and ſet themſelves up as the only 


(e) 1 Tim. 1. s. 
Judges 
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Judges of what Laws are proper to be execut- 
ed and what are not. And in doing this I 
ſhall take occaſion to conſider thoſe Pretences 
by which ſelf-willed and preſumptuous Perſons 
have endeavoured to juſtify their ſeditious 
conduct. That ſeeing the folly and wicked- 
neſs of their Proceedings, you may, thro" 
God's aſſiſtance and your own good Reſolu- 
tions, be preſerved from ever following 8 
Multitude to do Evil (f). 


Tua all Perſons are ſtrictly bound to pay 
obedience to the Laws of that Society of 
which they are members, is a point ſo clear 
both from Reaſon and from the holy Scrip- 
tures, that one would hardly imagine any 
doubt could be entertained about it. And 
yet there is too much reaſon to fear, that 
many People, who acknowledge their indiſ- 
penſible obligation to obſerve all the divine 
Laws, have but very looſe and unſettled no- 
tions of the Authority of the civil Magiſtrate, 
and of . thoſe Laws which they conſider as 
merely of human inſtitution, and which they 
do not ſee to be enjoined in expreſs Terms in 
the word of God. Such perſons often argue 
themſelves into a perſuaſion, that as the poſi- 
tive Laws of the Land were ordained by frail 
and fallible men, and may therefore be in 


 1F). Exod. xxiii. 2. 
{ome 
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ſore caſes imperfect and inconvenient, they 
may venture with a ſafe conſcience to tranſ- 
greſs them; and imagine that if they can eſ- 
cape with impunity from the Civil Power, 
God will take no account of their Offence, or 
puniſh them hereafter for their Diſobedience. 
This, of all Perſuaſions or Principles, is the 
moſt deſtructive to ſociety, as it deprives the 
ſtate of that aid and ſupport it derives from 
Religion, and without which it cannot ſubſiſt. 
I ſhall therefore ſhew you that the Laws and 
Ordinances of every civilized State, wherein 
nothing is enjoined contrary to God's Word, 
or to the natural Rights of Mankind, have the 
full Sanction of the divine authority, and 
that a peaceable and conſcientious Submiſſion |. 
to them is a religious Duty in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe. And this may be fully proved from 
the Example and the Precepts of our bleſſed 
Lord and his Apoſtles. | 


Ovx Saviour commanded the Jews to pay 
their Tribute and to render unto Ceſar the 
things which are Ceſar's, as well as unto God 
the things which are God's (g). When he 
was called upon for his own Tribute, which 
was to be paid for the ſervice of the Temple, 
tho' he ſhewed St. Peter, that as Lord of the 
Temple. he was by no means obliged to pay 


ce Matthew Ari. 21. 


it, 
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it, yet rather than give any offence to the 
civil Power he wrought a miracle to provide 


the means of payment, and ſuch a miracle as 
ſhewed that all nature was tributary to him. 

When he was brought before Pilate, who was 
ſo wicked and irreſolute a Magiſtrate, yet our 
Lord acknowledged his Authority, as a Ma- 
giſtrate, to be from Heaven. Thou couldeſt 
bave no Power at all againſt me, ſays He, ex- 
cept it were given thee from above (bh). When 
a certain man requeſted. that our Lord would 
Speak to bis Brother to divide the Inheritance 
with him, His anſwer was, Man, who made 
me a Fudge or a Divider over you (i)? Here 
we ſee that the great King of Kings would 
not interpoſe his Authority in a caſe which 
it was the Office. of the civil Magiſtrate to 
determine ; from whence we are taught that 
no man ſhould preſume to take that Office 


upon him, who is not regularly appointed to 


it by the Laws of the Society. In ſhorts 
our Saviour, in his whole conduct, ſhewed 
the greateſt Deference to the Laws of the 
State, and to thoſe who were intruſted 
with the execution of them, therein leav- 
ing us an example that we ſhould follow bis 
ſteps (K.) 


(5) John xix. 11. (i) Luke xii. 14. 
(2) 1 Pet, ii. 21. 


Ip 
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Ir we now conſider the Behaviour and the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find they 
correſpond exactly with that of their divine 
Maſter. St. Paul enters largely into the 
nature and deſign of civil Government and 
of the obedience we are obliged to pay to 


our Rulers, and declares the reaſons on which 


that obligation is founded, and ſhews the 
danger of refuſing to comply with it. Let 
every ſoul, ſays He, be ſubject to the bigher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of God; the 
Powers that be, are ordained of God. Whe- 
ſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 
ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt ſhall re- 
cerve to themſelves Damnation (I). Which 
words plainly imply that civil Government is 
of God's own appointing, who knows it to be 
neceſſary for the well-being of his creatures; 
and will therefore ſeverely puniſh the impiery 
of thoſe who ſhall dare to diſturb that Go- 
vernment, or reſiſt the Magiſtrate in the exe- 
cution of his neceſſary office. 


He then informs us what the Office of a 
Magiſtrate is; that, he is the Minifter of God 
to thee for Good; but if thou do that which ts 
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the Sword 
in vain, for he is the Minifter of God, a Re- 
venger to execute wrath on him that doeth Evil. 
And then he adds; Wherefore you muſt needs 


(1) Rom. xiii. 1, 2. | 
iſ be 


* 
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be ſubjeft not only for wrath but for Conſcience 
ſake (m). That is, you muſt be amenable 
to the Magiſtrates in the execution of the 
Laws, not only for the fear of their Wrath, 
or of the Puniſhment they may inflict on the 
diſobedient, but alſo that you may preſerve a 
- conſcience void of offence towards God as 
well as towards man. He then concludes 
this Subject with obſerving, that, for this cauſe 
pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's Mini/- 
ters attending continually upon ibis very thing. 
Render therefore to all their Dues, Tribute te 
whom Tribute is due, Cyſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 
The reaſoning in theſe. words and the Duty 
they enjoin. are very evident. The Rulers, 
ſays He, attend continually on this very 
thing, that is, on protecting the Innocent, 
puniſhing the Evil-doers, and preſerving 
Peace and good Order in Society ; therefore 
you are at all times readily and chearfully to 
pay all ſuch Tributes or Taxes as are found 
neceſlary for the ſupport of Government and 
for the ſervice of the Publick, and to ſhew all 
that Subjection and Reverence to your Rulers, 


which the Laws of God or Man have given 
them a right to. 


— 


THis 1s St. Paul's account of the Autho- 
rity of human Governments, and of the Sub- 


(m) Rom, xiii. 4. 6, 7. 
miſſion 


1 
miſſion due to them from their Subjects. 
And St. Peter delivers the ſame Doctrine, 
almoſt in the fame words: Submit yourſelves 
to every ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake, 
whether it be 10 the King as ſupreme, or unto 
Governors as unto them that are ſent by Him 
for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the 
. Praiſe of them that do well. As free, and not 
uftng your Liberty for a Cloke of Maliciouſneſs, 
but as the Servants of God. Honour all Men, 
Iove the Brotherhood, fear God; honour the 
King (n). Here we may obſerve, that though 
St. Peter calls the ſeveral Forms: of Govern- 
ment and the Laws of particular Societies, the. 
Ordinance of Man, becaufe they are agreed 
upon and adminiftred by Men; yet he re- 
quires Submiſſion to them for the Lord's ſake, 
becauſe their Authority is originally derived 
from God, who has given them his own 


Sanction, and thereby made . his Or- 
dinance. 


Trovcn theſe Precepts of Obedience and 
Submiſſion are expreſſed without any limita- 
tion, yet they are not to be taken in ſo ſtrict 
a ſenſe as that any thing may be inferred from 
them, which would be inconſiſtent with the 
Security and Happineſs of Society; which St. 
Paul plainly ſuppoſes to be the great end of 
Government, and the ſole purpoſe for which 


(6). 1 Peter ii. 13—1). 
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Magiſtrates are appointed. Therefore they. 
cannot be extended ſo far as to preclude any 
Nation, that labours under the Yoke of Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion, from-endeavouring, by 
all prudent and effectual means, to render 
their Government more favourable. to the 
happineſs of the Public; for no doubt Reli- 
gion will countenance whatever meaſures Pru- 
dence dictates for ſo good a Purpoſe. We 
may therefore underſtand theſe Prec epts of the 
Apoſtles in the ſame manner we do thoſe of 
our Saviour, where He ſays; whoſoever ſhall 
ſmite thee on thy ripht cheek, turn to him the 
other alſo. And if any man will ſue thee at the 
Law and take away thy Coat, let him. have thy 
(Joke alſo (o). By which He certainly did not 
mean that Chriſtians ſhould never defend 
themſelves againſt any violence or 1njuſtice, 
but what he meant was to forbid, in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, that Spirit of Revenge and- 
Litigiouſneſs in which People are too apt to 
indulge themſelves to their own Harm and 
Loſs. Juſt ſo may we ſuppoſe that the 
Apoſtles, by thoſe Precepts, meant to reſtrain 
men, in the ſtricteſt manner, from that pe- 
tulant and perverſe oppoſition to Laws and- to 
Magiſtrates, that private Perſons are often 
5 led into by their own preſumption and ob- 
ſtinacy; and indeed to reſtrain them from 
every ſort of Oppoſition to Governors, ex- 


(o) Matthew v. 39, 40. 
cept 
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cept only when it may happen in ſome very 
extraordinary Caſe that the Evils and Diſtreſſes 
ariſing to the Society from ſubmiſſion are as 
certain and are evidently greater than thoſe 
that muſt follow from diſobedience. In this 
ſenſe theſe apoſtolical Precepts are particularly 
applicable to the preſent occaſion, and there- 
fore in this ſenſe I mean they ſhould be ap- 
plied in my preſent Diſcourſe. 


From what has been ſaid you muſt ſurely 
be convinced that human Laws and Conſtitu- 
tions, when not contrary to God's word or the 
natural Rights of Mankind, are fo confirmed 
by him as to become binding on the conſci- 
ence of Men, and that your obedience to 
them is a duty as ſtrictly enjoined as any 
other religious duty whatever. And a mo- 
ment's reflection will ſhew you the great 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Almighty God in 
thus interpoſing his own Authority for fo ex- 
cellent a purpoſe; for Government and Sub- 
ordination is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 
there would be no living in peace or ſecurity 
without it. Were there no Kings or Magiſ- 
trates to protect the Innocent and reſtrain 
Evil-doers, or (which is the ſame thing) were 
they not obeyed in the execution of their 
Office; the world would be filled with Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion; there would be no 
grounds for mutual confidence or commerce 
among Men, no ſecurity for any thing we 


enjoy, 
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enjoy, but our lives and properties would be 
expoſed to perpetual Dangers. And there- 
fore, fince the happineſs of Society 1s the pe- 
culiar care of God's providence, he has de- 
clared Government to be of his own appoint- 
ing, and challenges to Himſelf the protection 
and ſupport of it. By me Kings reign, lays 
He, and Princes decree Juſtice ; by me Princes 
rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the 
Earth (o). Now can any Man, who knows 
all this, pretend that he hath the leaſt regard 
to Religion or Conſcience, if it has not a 
proper Influence on his Practice in enforcing 
a due Submiſſion to the Laws of his Coun- 
try ? and if it has not this Influence, can He 
expect to be conſidered otherwiſe than as a 
deſigning hypocrite, who means Injuſtice to 
his Neighbour, and would willingly facrifice 
the Peace and Safety of the Publick to his 
own private advantage ? 


Havinc now fully proved it to be God's 
Will, that Men ſhould every where, under 
the pain of his Diſpleaſure, pay a dutiful 
Obedience to the Laws of their Country, and 
ſubmit themſelves peaceably to the King and 
all that are put in Authority under him, I 
ſhall lay before you ſome very ſtrong and pe- 
culiar Obligations which we of theſe King- 
doms lie under to the ſtrict obſervance of 


(e) Prov, vii. 15, 
this 
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this important Duty. And that you may 
perceive how highly criminal any Licentiouſ- 
neſs or Sedition among us muſt appear in the 
ſight of God, I ſhall repreſent to you ſome 
of the many and great advantages we enjoy 
above other Nations, and which are now, 
under Providence, ſecured to us by a Prince 
whoſe known regard for the Conſtitution of 
his Kingdoms, and whoſe firm and conſcien- 
tious adherence to the Laws, muſt render 
any diſobedience in his Subjects quite inex- 
cuſable. | 


Ovr Civil Conſtitution was from the firſt 
founded on the Liberty of the People, which 
all our laws are contrived to ſupport and 
protect. Our form of Government is hap- 
pily placed between the two extremes of ar- 
bitrary Power and popular Licentiouſneſs. 
Our Magiſtrates, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, are bound to execute their Office ac- 
cording to known Laws, to which all orders 
of Men have given their conſent either by 
themſelves or their Repreſentatives; and the 
meaneſt Subject who finds himſelf aggrieved 
has a legal opportunity of procuring Redreſs 
againſt the higheſt Officer of the State, 
ſhould he exceed the bounds of his Commiſ- 
ſion. So that the People are ſecured in the 
Power of doing whatever. the Law permits, 
and of not being compelled to do what the 
Law does not require; in which the true 


nature. 
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nature of Perſonal Liberty conſiſts. Our 


Property is ſo carefully guarded by the Con- 


ſtitution, that no national Tax is even pro- 
poſed but by the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple. And every particular or local Tax is im- 
poſed only by ſuch perſons of the Neighbour- 
hood as muſt be the beſt Judges of the ne- 
ceſſity of that Tax, and the Abilities of thoſe 
who are to pay it, and who muſt themſelves 
bear a conſiderable part of it. Add to this, 
that great and ſingular Privilege which every 
Subject of this Kingdom enjoys, of being 
tried and adjudged by his Equals ; by thoſe 
who being in the ſame rank of life, and ha- 
ving the ſame Intereſts with himſelf, are moſt 
likely to give Judgment with juſtice and 


tenderneſs. And theſe are appointed in ſuch 


manner as leaves no room for fraud or preju- 
dice, and are ſo far liable to the refuſal of the 


Party, whoſe life or property is in queſtion, 


that thoſe he does not refuſe may juſtly be 


eſteemed his own choice. What greater Se- 
curity can a man poſſibly have for his Life 
or his Property, than that neither of them 
can be affected but by a mode of trial fo fair 
and equitable ? And then, that the Adminiſ- 
tration of our wholeſome Laws may freely cir- 
culate through the extreme parts of the Com- 
munity ; THESE VENERABLE MAGISTRATES, 
by their regular progreſs throughout the Land, 
bring the Courts of Juſtice home to our 


doors, and fave us all the delay, _— 
| an 


E 


and other inconveniencies that muſt attend 
our being obliged to ſeek for Juſtice at the ö 
Capital only. But to diſplay the excellence f 
of our happy Conſtitution fully is not my | 
preſent deſign, nor indeed have I either abili- | 
ties or time to treat ſo extenſive a ſubject as 
it deſerves; I haye therefore but ſlightly 
touched on ſome of the Outlines of this beau- 
tiful Syſtem of Government, which has been 
raiſed and improved by the wiſdom of ages, 

and is now envied and admired by all nati- 
ons; ſo that I may juſtly appeal to you in 
the words of Moſes, and aſk, what nation 1s 
there ſo great, that bath Statutes and Tudg- 
ments fo righteous as all this Law which I ſet 
before you this day (p) ? 


CoNSIDER now, I beſeech you, that to 
whom God has given much, of them will He 
require the more (9). And as He hath given 
you theſe great and national Rleſſings, He 
will certainly require, that you ſhew your- 

ſelves not unworthy of his Gifts, by a proper 
uſe and improvement of them; and by a 
conſcientious: diſcharge of every branch of 
your duty to Him and to thoſa He has ſet 
over you; and that you be ready at all times 
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Juſtice among your Fellow-citizens ; and in 
reſtraining all thoſe that attempt to raiſe ſedi- 
tious Inſurrections, or oppoſe the Laws. For 
be aſſured it is from ſuch Conduct only, you 
can reaſonably hope that Almighty God will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to continue to you and 
your poſterity thoſe Bleſſings you now enjoy 
above other Nations. 


Having ſhewn you the nature of that 
Submiſſion and Obedience which the People 
are obliged, by the Laws of God and Man, to, 
pay to thofe who are ſet in authority over them; 
I come now to repreſent to you, as I propoſed 
in the ſecond place, the Miſchiefs and Cala- 
mities that muſt ariſe, ſhould the People, in 
a free and well-ordered Government as ours 
is, attempt, on any pretence whatever, to 
ſhake off the due Subordination to their Ma- 
giſtrates, and ſet themſelves up as the only 
Judges of what Laws are proper to be exe- 
cuted and what are to be oppoſed. Where- 
ever a factious and turbulent ſpirit carries 
People to ſuch lengths; it is plain, that in- 
ſtead of Peace and Good-will among Men, 
nothing will prevail but Diſcord, Hatred and 
Diftruſt, and that inftead of honeſt Induſtry 
and gainful, flouriſhing Manufactures, De- 
bauchery, Idleneſs and Beggary will enſue; 
and.inftead of being ſecure in our Properties 
and Lives, we muſt expect injurious Violation 


of Property, and outragious Riots often end- 


ing 
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ing in Murder. In ſhort, ſo many Bleſſings 
are loſt and ſo many Evils are incurred by 
ſuch an Event, that a reaſonable man cannot 
but wonder how any People could ſuffer ſuch 
a dangerous Spirit ever to ariſe among them. 


AN p yet we may ſuppole that the Perſons 
who ſeem to have been influenced by that 
Spirit on a late occaſion, muſt have fancied 
there were ſome Reaſons that might juſtify 
their Conduct in the ſight of God; or they 
could not have ventured to be guilty of ſuch 
Actions as they knew would draw down upon 
them the immediate reſentment of the civil 
Power. Therefore it may not be amiſs to 
conſider by what reaſons or pretences People 
have been thus deceived, and to examine 
whether they can poſſibly juſtify ſuch pro- 
ceedings as we have heard of. For if any of 
the Perſons concerned therein ſhould, on this 
occaſion, be among my Hearers, I would wiſh 
of all things to convince them of their Errors, 
that they might ſin no more in the like ſort. 


IT is faid many Complaints have been 
made, that thoſe whom God has bleſſed with 
landed property, often make ſuch exorbitant 
Demands for the uſe of their Lands, as will 
not allow the induſtrious man who tills the 
Ground to reap a reaſonable Profit by his La- 
bour ; which is repreſented as a very great 
Grievance and Oppreſſion. As to this matter 

C-2 I muſt 
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I muſt obſerve, that nothing can be more 
difficult than to judge fairly where ſuch com- 
plaints are well founded and where they are 
not. For it is evident, that as the People in- 
creaſe in number and grow more ſkilful in 
Agriculture, as our ManufaCtures flouriſh and 
are extended, and as the Country is im- 
proved; all theſe moſt deſirable Events will 
neceſſarily produce a proportional Increaſe in 
the Value of our Lands; and the perſon 
who occupies the Ground will receive a 
higher price for whatever it produces. So 
that the Riſe of Land cannot be, in ſelf, a 
Grievance. And therefore People ought to 
1 think very ſeriouſly before they allow them- 
1 ſelves to be influenced by ſuch Complaints, 
and eſpecially as they may be led from thence 
to take moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps for redreſſing 
what they imagine to be a Grievance, and 
which may be only the neceſſary conſequence 
of the national Improvement. 


Bur ſtill there may be ſome particular In- 
ſtances in which this complaint is well found- 
ed. People may in ſome caſes be obliged to 
pay more for their Land than, all things con- 
ſidered, they ought to pay, and more than 
will afford them a ſufficient maintenance for 
their families. Wherever this really happens, 
I do acknowledge it is a moſt grievous Op- 
preſſion; it is the very worſt kind of Uſury 

and Extortion. But then it is ſuch Uſury as 
7 the 
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the Law can neither prevent nor puniſh. 
Money has a determined value, and therefore 
the Intereſt of it may be fixed ; but the Va- 
lue of Land depends upon ſuch a variety of 
Circumſtances, and thoſe of .ſo uncertain a 
nature, that it can never be the ſubject of 
any general and ſettled Law. Therefore 
People are very abſurd who would attempt to 
bring this under any fixed Regulations ; and 
they are very wicked if they attempt to do 
it by Violence and Outrage. Every man's 
Land as well as his other Property muſt be 
left to the free diſpoſal of his own Conſcience, 
as he ſhall anſwer for it to God; and though 
he makes an improper or uncharitable uſe of 
it, ſtill the Man who, on that account, uſes 
Violence againſt him, or injures him in his 
Property, is the more guilty of the two : for 
Robbery is a more pernicious crime than Ex- 
tortion. 


Bur it may be aſked, what then are poor 
People to do, when they labour under ſuch 
hardſhip ? I have already ſhewn you that it is 
impoſſible any human Laws or Regulations 
ſhould afford them Redreſs ; and that they 
are guilty of great wickedneſs in attempting 
to redreſs themſelves, by rendering Evil for 
Evil. They muſt therefore truſt to God's 
Providence, and comfort themſelves with con- 
ſidering that where Land is over-rated, it 
muſt of neceſſity be again reduced to its 


proper 
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proper Price, by Time and the common 


Prices of other Things, which alone can 
bring this effect to paſs. In the mean time 
they muſt uſe all the induſtry they are capa- 
ble of, they muſt be ſober, careful and fru- 
gal; and before they complain of Oppreſſion 
in others, they muſt be ſure that their Diſ- 
treſs does not ariſe rather from their own Idle- 
neſs, Ignorance, or Drunkenneſs, which 1 
fear is too often the caſe ; for we have ſeen 
ſome People thrive under high Rents, and on 
the ſame Land where others, at low Rents, 
have been reduced to Beggary. But if with 
all their Induſtry, Care and Frugality, they 
ſtill find themſelves unable comfortably to 
ſupport their families, on account of the high 
Demands made upon them; yet they muſt 
not be provoked to forget their Duty or 
tranſgreſs the Laws, for that would only 
make their Caſe worſe; they muſt conſider 
this as one of the Calamities of human life for 
which God has neither promiſed nor provided 
any immediate Remedy in this world; for, 
it muſt needs be that Offences come, but Moe to 
that man by whom the Offence cometh (g). Let 
them therefore take care that Offences do not 
come from their part, and let them commit 
their Cauſe to God, and by a patient continu- 
ance in well-doing look unto him for their Re- 
ward in a better Life. Let them obſerve St. 


( Matthew xviii. 7. 
Paul's 
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Paul's directions, in the 12th chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, where he ſays, re- 
campence to no man evil for evil; as much as. 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all Men. Deariy 


Beloved, avange not yourſelves, but rather giue 


place unto wrath, for it is written, Vengeance 
is nine, I will repay, ſaith the Lord (r). 
Therefore in a Cauſe which God hath reſerved 
to Himſelf, and will judge in his own good 
time, whoever will preſume to. :ake the Sword 
[ball periſh with the Sword (s). This, you 
may be well aſſured, is the only Advice that, 
conſiſtently with Reaſon or Religion, can be 


given to Perſons in the Situation I have 


been ſpeaking of, and no man, wha does 
not throw off all regard to Religion as well 
as Reaſon, will ever think of ufing violence 
in ſuch a Caſe, be his Complaint ever fo well 


founded. And here I muſt admoniſh thoſe, 


who are ſo apt to accuſe their Superiors of op- 
preſfion, to take care that they themſelves 
are not guilty of greater oppreſſion of the like 
kind towards their Inferiors; for I am per- 
ſuaded it would be faund, upon enquiry, that 
the intermediate Tenants, who: take Land 
and retail it to others, are the Perſons who 
have given the greateſt occaſion for complaints 
of this ſort, 


(0 Ver. 1919. 00 Matthew xxvi. 52. 
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Bur there have been other matters talked _ 
of as Grievances, which I muſt alſo conſider 
on this Occaſion. It ſeems the People in 
ſome places have thought, that, by the Tax 
for public uſes, the Laws put them to a 
greater expence than they could conveniently 
bear; and hence they concluded it was juſti- 
fable to reſiſt the execution of the Law. Yet 
this very Tax is deſigned merely for their 
own particular Advantage, and ſo juſtly rated, 
that every one pays a part of it proportioned 
to his abilities, and the whole of it is laid 
out among thoſe of them whoſe only ſupport 
depends on their daily labour. And where 
this Tax is heavy, it can continue to be fo only 
for a ſhort time, as it will the ſooner anſwer 
the good purpoſe for which it is intended, 
and then will grow lighter of courſe. One 
would think theſe circumſtances might recon- 
cile People even to ſome extraordinary ex- 
pence ; but I am ſure no reaſonable” Men 
would ever ſeriouſly imagine that any ſuch 
Inconvenience could poſſibly juſtify them in 
oppoſing the Law 'by force. Men ought to 
bear many things from their Benefactors 
which they will not bear from others: now 
he that reſiſts the Laws, flies in the face of 
his beſt Benefactor, and is guilty of the high- 
eſt ingratitude; for it is to the Laws that we 
owe the ſafety of our Lives and all that we 
have. And as a good Son will not loſe the 
Reſpect due to an affectionate Parent, who 
| may 


4:88 -1 
may happen at times to be peeviſh and mo- 


roſe, ſo a good Subject will be ſure to pre- 


ſerve the reverence and reſpect due to the 
Laws, though in ſome particular Inſtance he 
2 them inconvenient or ſevere. Beſides, 

hough the Laws were evidently intended for 
the Good of the whole Community, and were 
certainly framed by much wiſer Heads than 
thoſe who find fault with them, yet it is 
perhaps impoſſible in the nature of things that 


they ſhould be always and every where ſo 


equitably adminiſtred, but that ſome People 


will feel, or ptetend to feel, inconveniencies 


from them. And if theſe People ſhould be 
of ſo turbulent and unreaſonable a Diſpoſition 


as not to ſubmit to ſome inconvenience fot 
Peace fake and for the Good of Society, but 


think they have a right to oppoſe ſuch Laws 


by force, ſee what muſt be the conſequence. 
Others led by their Example would think 
they had an equal right to oppoſe ſuch Laws 
as they diſliked or fancied to be opprellive, 
there would be no end to the Grievances that 
would be complained of, and in a little time 
we ſhould ſcarce have a ſingle Law of the 
State that would not find its oppoſers. What 
a ſituation ſhould we then be in? nothing but 
confuſion and lawleſs force would every where 
prevail, no honeſt man would know how to 
conduct himſelf, for all regulations would de- 
pend on the uncertain Caprice of the Multis 
tude, all Government and Peace would be at 

D | an 
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an end, and the moſt happy Conſtitution that 
ever a Nation was bleſſed with would be en- 
tirely overturned. 


You ſee then what dreadful Evils people 
may run into without conſidering what they 
are doing, and how greatly they are miſtaken 
when they expect to obtain their Ends, by 
reſiſting the Laws, which can tend only to 
bring them into a worfe fituation than they 
were in before; for certainly nothing has a 
greater tendency to force Magiſtrates into the 
practice of Tyranny or Oppreflion, than a 
continual fear for their own ſafety, and an ex- 
perience, that they bear rule over a violent 
and obſtinate People. So that difobedience 
conſtantly defeats its own purpofe, and aggra- 
vates the grievance it pretends to remove; 
and therefore they who attempt to redreſs 
themſelves. by Riots and Inſurrections, are 
guilty of the worſt policy that can be; for 
while there is any Law or Government left in 
the Society, it muſt always prove too ſtrong 
for ſuch Inſurgents, who will fall victims to 
their own imprudence, and meet with the 
ſame fate that Judas of Galilee did, who (as 
we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles) roſe up 
in obe dars of the Taxing and drew away much 
People after him; be alſo periſhed, and all even 
as many as obeyed bim were diſperſed (t). In 
like manner all ſuch raſh and ungovernable 


() Chap, v. verſe 37. 


Peo- 
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people, inſtead of making their caſe better, 
will more probably bring deſolation and fa- 
mine upon their country, and will certainly 
involve themſelves and their innocent families 
in all the miſeries of baniſhment, and po- 
verty. 


Axp yet even this is not the worſt that is 
to be dreaded by thoſe who allow themſelves 
to be influenced by a ſpirit of ſedition and 
diſcontent ; for nothing is ſo apt to lead them 
unawares into the commiſſion of ſuch horrid 
crimes, as, without the deepeſt repentance, 


muſt ſubject them to a much more dreadful - 


puniſhment than any this world can inflict. 
When People of this unhappy Temper firſt 
get together, though perhaps they intend 
only to try whether they can carry their 
Point, by threats and by denouncing venge- 
ance againſt thoſe who refuſe to. ſubmit to 
their Terms; yet finding their numbers and 
ſtrength increaſe, and ſeeing their threats diſ- 
regarded, they are led on by the inſtigation 
of ſome deſperate Spirits among them, from 
one Violence to another, till at length they 
are hurried into ſuch Acts of Cruelty and In- 
humanity as, at any other time, they would 
ſhudder to think of. 


Bur further; though the unruly and re- 
vengeful paſſions of men may often, on other 
occaſions, lead them to commit the like acts 
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of cruelty to their neighbours ; yet this ſpirit 
of ſeditious outrage has ſometimes carried men 
to be guilty even of the moſt direct Impiety 
towards God himſelf : I mean, in that impi- 
dus praclice of compelling Perſons, by vio- 
lence and through fear of their lives, to take 
Oaths contrary to their Conſcience and to 
their Duty, and to bind themſelves by the 
molt ſacred Tye to do that which is often in- 
jurious and unlawful. Now, could any po- 
piſh Inquiſition exerciſe a more cruel Tyran- 
ny over the Conſciences and Souls of Men? 
Could there be a viler Perverſion of that ſo- 
lemn and religious Act, which God hath in- 
ſtituted for the confirmation of Truth and 10 be 
an end of all Strife (u)? Could there be a 
more wicked Profanation of the Goſpel of 
Peace, than thus to uſe it as an Inſtrument 
in the hand of Violence ? endeavouring, as 
it were, to bring Cbrift into a fellowſhip with 
Belial (v). Or could a more daring Inſult be 
offered to the awful Majeſty of God, than to 
eall him among them, by this ſolemn appeal, 
to be a witneſs to their ungodly Deeds ? 
There is no ſpeaking of this abominable crime 
without the utmoſt abhorrence; it is ſuch a 
one as will not admit of the leaſt excuſe from 
the ſuddenneſs or violence of any human Paſ- 
ſion; it was never heard of in other nations, 
but has been quite peculiar to the infatuated 


(=) Heb. vi. 16, (v) 2 Cor. vi. 15. 
| People 
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People of this country. I therefore think it 
highly neceſſary that it ſhould be expoſed to 
your view 1n its proper colours, _ | ws may 
learn to abhor it as you ought ; for I am per- 
ſuaded, that if theſe nnhappy People had ever 
rightly conſidered the nature of this enormous 
offence, they would never have been guilty 
of it. Therefore I hope they will moſt ſin- 
cerely repent of their miſdoings, and that the 
Father of Mercies will forgive them, as oy 
knew not what they dic. 


I Have now gone through what I propoſed, 
and have ſhewn you what your duty is, and 
what dreadful effects muſt ariſe from diſobe- 
dience and contempt of the Laws; and here- 
in I have taken up a portion of your time 
longer than uſual, though not longer than the 
importance of my Subject required. I ſhall 
now briefly point out the uſe you are to make 
of what has been ſaid. Firſt, you are ever 
to retain in your minds a moſt thankful ſenſe 
of the great Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Al- 
mighty God, in having required, by his own 
ſupreme authority, and as a duty owing to 
himſelf, that all men ſhould yield a ready and 
peaceable Obedience to the Government and 
Laws of their Country; as by ſo doing, they 
poſt effectually conſult their own ſecurity 
and happineſs. Secondly, you are to conſider, 
that the Laws are framed by thofe who, from 
their large ſhare of Property, are moſt mate- 
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rially intereſted in the Good of the whole 
Society; and whoſe extenſive Knowledge and 
long Experience muſt render them much bet- 
ter Judges of what is ſor the general Advan- 
tage, than any particular Set of People can 
be, whoſe Views are ſo confined, that they 
ſeldom ſee farther than their own private con- 
cerns. This will ſhew you how very impro- 
bable it is that any real Grievances can ariſe 
from the due execution of the Laws, and that 
therefore you ought to be very cautious of 
entertaining any Complaints of that ſort. 


Laſtly, what has been ſaid, together with 
your Experience of what has happened, will 
fully convince you of the wickedneſs and 
folly of endeavouring to remove grievances, 
whether imaginary or real, by any unlawful 
means. As this will neceſlarily produce Evils, 
in compariſon of which all ſuch Grievances 
are but mere trifles. For attempts of this 
kind muſt be defeated, the unhappy offenders 
involved in ruin, and perhaps brought as 
Fraitors to a ſhameful and untimely end. 


Bur I truſt in the Divine Providence, that 
theſe Diſturbances are now at an end, that the 
timely interpoſition of our Governor has had 
its proper effect, and we are no longer in 
danger from ſuch proceedings, of having this 
much improved country reduced to its former 


ſtate of wretchedneſs and barbarity. It now 
remains 
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remains only, that in behalf of thoſe unhappy 
Offenders, we ſhould all implore the Good- 
neſs of Almighty God, who alone ftilleth the 
raging of the Sea and the Madneſs of the Peo- 
ple (w), to give them a due ſenſe of their 
Errors, that they may never more glory in 
the hardneſs of their Hearts, as in the Day of 
their Provocation (x), but turn unto the Lord, 
and with an humble and contrite Spirit be- 
ſeech Him that their Sins may be forgiven, 
and that they may be counted worthy to par- 
take of the gracious Promiſe He made to his 
People by the Prophet, ſaying, I will put a 
new Spirit within them, I will take away their 
ftony Hearts and give them Hearts of Fleſh, 


that they may walk in my Statutes and keep. 


mine Ordinances, and they ſhall be my FR: 
and [ wall be their God (Y). 


Axp in behalf of the ſame unhappy Per- 
ſons, I muſt exhort you all, my Brethren, that, 
in your ſeveral Ranks and Stations, you be 
ready, not only to forgive all thoſe that have 
injured or offended you, but to receive again 
into your favour and protection every one that 
ſhews true Repentance for what is paſt, and 
a hearty deſire of returning to his Duty; that 
you will uſe all your Influence in promoting 
Reconciliation, Peace and Harmony among 


(ww) Pſalm lxv. 7. | (x) Pſalm xcv. 8. 


(3) Ezekiel xi. 19, 20. 
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your Neighbours, and that you will be ready 

to liſten patiently to ſuch Complaints as are 
445 to you in a decent and duti- 
ful matmer for thus you will be able 
to ſhew the People their Error, when they 
ate miſtaken, and to afford them every rea- 
ſonable Aſſiſtance and Redreſs that their cafe 
may require. And by this kind Attention 


to them you will effectually convince them, 


to be fubjeft to Principalities, and Powers, is 
abey Magiſtrates, and 10 be ready to every good 


3 


Mou the. God of Peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, make you perfect 


— every good Work, to do bis Will, working 


1 you that which is well pleafing in bis Sight, 
3 Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom be 
Guy For ever and ever (z). Amen. 


nk Hebrews ziti 20, 21. 
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that it is their Intereſt, as well as their Duty, 


